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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A brush rake for a grooming 
vehicle for smoothing loose, granular material, which com- 
prises: 

(a) a center brush having a hitch for connecting to the 
vehicle such that the center brush can be towed behind the 
vehicle; aftd 

(b) a pair of side brushes pivotally connected to the 
center brush with a first side brush being pivotally connected 
to one lateral outer end of the center brush and a second side 
brush being pivotally connected to an opposite lateral outer 
end of the center brus h; and 

(c) wherein the center and side brushes have flexible 
brush bristles that ar e the only portion of the brush rake 
that engage the loose granular material. 

2. (original) The brush rake of claim l, wherein the 
side brushes have laterally innermost ends that overlap the 
lateral outer ends of the center brush so that the center and 
side brushes groom an unbroken swath in a surface formed of 
loose granular material. 

3. (currently amended) The brush rake of claim 1, 
w herein the center an d oidc bruohco have bruoh brigtlca for 
engaging and grooming the loooc granular material, — a*tg wherein 
each side brush is pivotally connected to the center brush 
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above a horizontal plane defined by the engagement of the 
brush bristles of each side brush and the loose granular 
material ♦ 

4. (original) The brush rake of claim 1, wherein the 
center brush is operatively secured to a support beam, and 
wherein the side brushes are pivotal ly connected to the center 
brush by being pivotally connected to the support beam. 

5. (original) The brush rake of claim 4, wherein the 
center brush is rigidly fixed to the support beam, 

6. (original) The brush rake of claim 5, wherein the 
support beam has a top, and wherein the center brush is rigid- 
ly fixed to the support beam by at least one attachment member 
extending between and connected respectively to the top of the 
center brush and to the top of the support beam to rigidly fix 
the center brush and the support beam together. 

7. (original) The brush rake of claim 4, wherein the 
support beam is shorter than the center brush to permit 
laterally innermost ends of the side brushes to overlap the 
lateral outer ends of the center brush, 

8. (original) The brush rake of claim 1, wherein the 
center brush is heavier than either of the side brushes. 

9. (currently amended) A vehicle for grooming a loose 
granular material surface, which comprises: 

(a) a vehicle having substantially zero radius turn ca- 
pability; €tnd 

(b) a trailing rake towed behind the vehicle for groom- 
ing the loose granular material surface in a grooming swath^ 
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Isl wherein the veh icle is able to sufficiently tightly 

turn around o n the loose granular material surface while th e, 
trailing rake engages f. he loose granular material aurfana t-n 
groom the loose granular material surface; in adjacent Bide-by- 
side grooming swaths t hat overlap one another without leaving 
an ungroomed teardrop betw een the adjacent swaths at an inside 
corner of the turn: anri 

Id) wherein th e t raili ng rake is configured to lifh 

end of the trailing rake on the inside comer of the hum „ p 
out of engagement with the loose gran u lar material surface to 
avoid push ing and lea ving a ridge of loose granular material 
behind the trailing rake on the inside corner of the turn dur - 
ing the sufficiently tig ht turn of the vehicle, whereby un - 
groomed teardrops are eliminated f rom the loose grannie 
material Surface bv execut ing the sufficiently tight turn of 
the vehicle but without depositing ridges of loos* granular 
material on th e loose granular material surface . 

10. (canceled) 

11. (original) The vehicle of claim 9, wherein the 
trailing rake is a brush rake. 



12. (currently amended) The vehicle of claim 12 claim 
11, wherein the brush rake is formed of multiple brushes. 

13. (original) The vehicle of claim 11, wherein the 
brush rake includes a center brush and two side brushes pivo- 
tally connected to the center brush. 

14. (original) The vehicle of claim 13, wherein the 
side brushes are pivotally connected to the center brush at 
locations that permit the side brush on an inside of the turn 
to lift at its laterally outermost edge during the turn. 



Page - 6 - 



PAGE 7/11 1 RCVD AT 4/25/2005 2:54:14 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DN1S:8729306 * CSID:61 2 338 5989 * DURATION (mm-ss):W-10 



"RPR-25-2005 14:37 JAMES W MILLER 



612 338 5989 P. 08 



15. (original) The vehicle of claim 13, wherein each 
aide brush is pivotally connected to the center brush above a 
horizontal plane defined by the engagement of each side brush 
and the loose granular material. 

16. (original) The vehicle of claim 13, wherein each 
side brush is pivotally connected to the center brush for 
pivotal motion about a longitudinal, substantially horizontal 
pivot adjacent one end of the center brush. 

17. (original) The vehicle of claim 9, further includ- 
ing a brush lift on the vehicle for lifting the brush rake 
into and out of engagement with the loose granular material 
surface. 

18. (original) The vehicle of claim 17, wherein the 
brush lift is configured to permit the side brushes to pivot 
relative to the center brush during normal grooming of the 
loose granular material surface when the brush rake i B in a 
lowered grooming position with the center and side brushes 
engaging the loose granular material. 

19. (original) The vehicle of claim 17, wherein the 
brush lift is configured to fold up the aide brushes relative 
to the center brush and then to lift the center brush to raise 
the brush rake out of its lowered grooming position and place 
the brush rake in a raised transport position. 

20. (original) The vehicle of claim 17, wherein the 
brush lift comprises a vertically movable lift rod carried on 
the vehicle, the lift rod being connected by flexible members 
to each of the side brushes for raising and lowering the brush 
rake. 
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21. (canceled) 

22. (canceled) 

23. (canceled) 

24. (canceled) 

25. (new) A brush rake for a grooming vehicle for smoo- 
thing loose, granular material, which comprises: 

(a) a center brush and a pair of pivotal side brushes, 
wherein the center and side brushes have flexible brush 
bristles in engagement with the loose granular material; 

(b) a hitch for connecting the brush rake to the vehicle 
such that the center and side brushes are towed behind the 
vehicle; and 

(c) wherein the brush bristles of the center brush 
engage the loose, granular material with more down force than 
the brush bristles of the side brushes. 

26. (new) The brush rake of claim 25, wherein the cen- 
ter brush provides more down force than the side brushes by 
being heavier than either of the side brushes. 
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